The Next NASFA ﬂ\/leeting is 6:30P Satura[ay
20 December 2014 at the Regufar Location

®
Next Concom ‘Meeting, 37 Satunfay 17 January 2015

1 1 help clean up. We need to be good guests and leave the
4 OyeZ, OyeZ 4 at least as clean as we fount it.
CONCOM MEETING
The nextNASFA Meeting will be 6:30P Saturday 20 De- The next Con Stellation XXXIII Concom Meeting will k£

cember 2014, at the regular meeting locationNthe Madison at 3P on 17 January 2015Nthe same day as that month(
campus of Willowbrook Baptist Church (old Wilson Lumber meeting. Barring a conflict, it will be held at the same p
Company building) a7105 Highway 72W (aka University (Willowbrook Madison). There will be a dinner break-
Drive). Please see the map at right if you need help finding it. tween the Concom Meeting and the NASFA Business 1\

PLEASE NOTE that per a vote at the October meeting, thang. The intent going forward is for the concom to mee
startof the Business Meeting has changed from 6P to 6:30Blub meeting days, at least until we get close enough 1
Programs are still scheduled to start at 7P. In the past, Business to require going to two meetings a month. Stay tu
Meetings have usually started about 20 (sometimes more) mi
utes past the nominal start time. However, with only 30 min
utes allotted before the Program, it is likely that future Busine
Meetings will begin much closer to the nominal timeNperhap
even on time!!

DECEMBER PROGRAM AND ATMM

The program and After-The-Meeting Meeting for Decembe
will be combined as a Christmas Party which will be hosted bj(@4
Sue Thorn plus Judy and S&bmith. It will happen at the
meeting place, after the Business Meeting.!

Festivities will include a random gift swali.you wish to
participate in that, please bring a gift (limit $10 value, please). Map To
In addition to the gift swap, we will be playing some games p )
JudySue assures us that if Rudolf attends he will be allowed Meetlng
play. You are also_reminded that you can bring a friend if yo |_ t
wish. [In fact, thatOs a good thing to do any month.!-ED] ocation

For the party part, the usual rules will applyNthat is, pleasg
bring food to share and your favorite drink. Also, please stay t

PeOY Hor

Parking

.Wi]lowbrook Madison
7105 Highway 72W
Huntsville AL 35806

Jpeoy 1<1y3ne[s /
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though, and consider all meeting dates past January as uncogportedly happened as the result of chlorine powder scati
firmed at this time.! in a 9 floor stairwell. Also, the hotel reportedly does not ha
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY a pool, so it seems unlikely that chorine powder (possibly
Ray Pietruszka and Nancy Cucci have volunteered to hostcium hypochlorit¢would be kept on hand by the hotel.!
New YearOs Eve party for NASFAns (and others). Their addresDuring the evacuation, hotel residentsNincluding furries
is 211 Evalyn Street, Madison AL. For further details (starcostumeNwere given shelter from the cold at other hotels i
time, etc.) you can contact Nancy and Ray at 256-77243587 at a convention center across the street. The latter was, ot
CHANGING SHUTTLE DEADLINES ly, hosting a dog shaw
The latest tweak to thASFA Shuttle schedule shifted the HORVATH ANNOUNCES FOR TAFF
usual repro date somewhat to the right (roughly the weekend Nina Horvath of Vienna has announced her candidacy for
before each meeting) but much of each issue will need to be ptitans-Atlantic Fan Fund according to TAFF co-administra
to bed as much as two weeks before the monthly meeting.!  Jim Mowatt. Horvath joins Wolf von Witting, who declarfed
Please check the deadline below the Table of Cordactis the race a few months ago.!

month to submit news, reviews, LoCs, or other material. We FFANZ VOTING OPENS
will generally need to enforce that deadline strictly.! Voting has opened for the 2015 Fan Fund of New Zeal
FUTURE PROGRAMS AND ATMMs and Australia. With only one name on the ballotNMelbourne
Future programs for 2015 are TBD at press time. David McDonaldNthe winner is pretty clearcut, though tt
We need ATMM volunteerall months in 2015.! money accompanying each vote is still needed to fund McC
FUTURE CLUB MEETING DATES aldOs trip to New Zealand. He will attend Reconnaiss:

All but two 2015 NASFA meeting dates are currently sehed<www.timelord2067.com/convention.html>, thet36ew Zea
uled on the normal8Saturday. The March 2015 meeting hasland National Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror Convent
been shifted to thedSaturday (28 March) to avoid a conflict to be held 3D6 April 2015 (Easter weekend) at the Sudima |
with MidSouthCon. The July 2015 meeting has been shifted Botorua hotel in Rotorua, New Zealgjodh the North Island).!
the 4h Saturday (25 July) to avoid a conflict with Con Kaster A voting form can be found at <dan.rabarts.com/wp-contt
borousl uploads/2014/11/FFANZ-2015-Voting-Form.pdf

JOINING THE NASFA EMAIL LIST NZ WORLDCON BID UPDATE

All NASFANs who have email are urged to join the NASFA  The 2020 Worldcon bid for New Zeal
email list, which you can do online at <tinyurl.com/ <www.nzin2020. org> is a good bit firmer N
NASFAEmail>. The list is usually low traffic, though the rate isthan it was after receiving what they dgem
rather variable. Generally the list is limited to announcementsufficient commitments from OlocalO (Aus

bothencouraged andwelcomed to join the list, but please only late November 2014, asking for at least P00

do so if youOre interested in the above restricted topics.! commitments by 5 December and that

NASFA CALENDAR ONLINE apparently achieved. The bid is looking ffo

NASFA has an online calendar on Google. Interested partiesipport from other parts of the world,Jof A N D

can check the calendar online, but you can also subscribe tacdurse, but wanted to make sure there

and have your Outlook, iCal, BlackBerry, or other calendabe enough boots on the ground locally t

automatically updated as events (Club Meetings, Concorte work necessary there.!

Meetings, local sf/f/h/etc. events) are added or changed. YOJOE BUCKLEY LIVES (AND DIES)—FOR CHARITY

can view the calendar online at <tinyurl.com/NASFAQal>. As many of you know, numerous Baen Books authors h

inserted Joe Buckley <thefifthimperium.com> as a characte

their books, usually killing him off in the process. Now Ba

has collected many of those instances into a $2.99 el
NeWS & InfO <www.baenebooks.com/p-2613-the-many-deaths-of-ji
buckley.aspx>Neven including some never-before-seen me
LUNACON TO MISS 2015 ial. All proceeds will be split between two charitiesNOperatic

Lunacon <www.lunacon.org>Na longstanding sf/f conven Baen Bulk (books and other supplies for US armed forces
tion sponsored by New York Science Fiction Society (aka theonnel) and ReadAssist (giving disabled readers free acce
Lunarians)Nhas announced that they will be skipping 2015Baen ebooks!

Dates for 2016 have already been announced (18920 MarBRO.CONSOLMAGNO TO ACCEPT SAGAN AT SASQUAN
2016). Few other details are available but it has been said thaBrother Guy J. Consolmagno, an active fan and an
those with a 2015 membership will be offered the option of astronomer at the Vatican Observatory, will giva
refund or rollover to 2016.! his acceptance speech for the Carl Sagan M' AR
MWFF SUFFERS CHEMICAL INCIDENT for Excellence in Public Communication /&

The Hyatt Regency OOHareNheadquarters hotel for Chic®lanetary Science <dps.aas.org/prizes/sa:
go-area con Midwest FurfestNwas evacuated in the early weat the 2015 Worldcon.!
hours of Sunday 7 December 2014 when a significant amountThe award is given by the American Astri, ==
of chlorine was released. Nineteen people (many of them Funomical SocietyOs Division for Planetary- S% :
fest attendees) who complained of nausea and dizziness werces. ConsolmagnoOs acceptance speech will be
transported to local hospitals for treatment; though fortunatelgn the second night of Sasquan, to be held 19923 August
many of them were released quickly. It does not appear that the Spokane Convention Center and nearby hotel
there were any serious injuries. The all-clear to move back int8pokanaNA.!
the hotel came at 4:A1! HACHETTE AND AMAZON BURY HATCHET

The gas release is being investigated as a criminal matter. ItAfter almost a year of all-out war, publisher Hachette ¢

2



http://tinyurl.com/NASFAEmail
http://tinyurl.com/NASFACal
http://www.lunacon.org
http://www.timelord2067.com/convention.html
http://dan.rabarts.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/FFANZ-2015-Voting-Form.pdf
http://www.nzin2020.org
http://thefifthimperium.com
http://www.baenebooks.com/p-2613-the-many-deaths-of-joe-buckley.aspx
http://dps.aas.org/prizes/sagan

uber-bookseller Amazon have finally signed a new contrac8P on the Saturday after Thanksgiving at 1501 Slaughter

Similar to the AmazonbSimon & Schuster agreement arfJudy and Sa@s house).!

nounced almost a month earlier, Hachette is said to now haveDoug moved to adjourn at 6:56:50P.!

the power to set prices for their e-books at Amazon: Pre For the November program, local author Les Johnson gi
dictably, both Amazon and Hachette say they are happy witbresentation about Mars exploration and his latest Iiaséie

the deal. Authors are also likely happy, since Hachette booldode. Mike K. hosted the After-the-Meeting Meeting at |
(including e-books) will now presumably be available for pre-house.

order once again and apparently intentigiavdowns in de
liveries will stop. Whether customers will be as happy remains
to be seen.!
TERRAFORM ONLINE MAGAZINE LAUNCHED
Another online sf magazine has hit the intertubasaform
<motherboard.vice.com/terraform> is a production of Vice

NASFA Calendar

DECEMBER

Media Group and their online platform Motherboard. It is inO5D07!Yama-Con 2NP|geon Forge TN.
some places reported as a weekly Ozine, but that seems to n@&n Sukosh|ConNB|rm|ngham AL,
publishing one new piece of short genre fiction a week. Bul6D07!Farragut FestNKingsland GA.

hey, itOs free, sema problema.! 07!
09!

12!

. |

November Minutes o

by Steve Slodn 17!

17

The November meeting of the North Alabama Science Ficl19!
tion Association was called to order on Saturday, November 120*!
2014, in the Madison satellite location of Willowbrook Baptist
Church at 6:30:31P by President Mary Lampert and the tradi
tional crickets.!

OLD BUSINESS 20!

Doug moved that we reopen officer nominations and fiomi21!
nate people who werenOt there. Mike K. asked if that meant 24!
could only nominate people who werenOt there. Doug amendedi
his motion to clarify that only people who werenOt preserab!
could be nominated. The motion was seconded, and the ye2&!
slightly outhumbered the nays. Sam read the current NASF26!
membership list to remind everyone what names were availabks!
to nominate. Doug nominated Gary Shelton for President ari2B!
Mary seconded. Doug nominated Bruce Butler for Vice Presi31!
dent and Mike K. seconded. Thane tried to hide from nemina
tions in his stroller. Doug moved that nominations be closed,
Steve seconded, and the motion carried.!

NEW BUSINESS 01!

Sam reminded everyone that [2015] dues are due Oreal s@dh
now.®

Sam needed to let Willowbrook know our meeting schedul@3!
for 2015, so he asked about conflicts. Shelly consulted thes3!
Southern Fandom Resource Guide <www.southernfan.comBo!
page on her smartphone for upcoming regional fan conventiof§!
that could conflict with NASFA meetings. Only three conflicts 06!
were found: MidSouthCon is scheduled for March 21, Cor®7!
Kasterborous is scheduled for July 18, and Con Stellation i§7!

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
BD: MariaGrim.!

D’a de la Virgen de Guadalupe.
BD: Toni Weisskopf.

12D14!GeekonomiConNBiloxi MS.

First Day of Hanukkah.
BD: Robin Ray.
BD: Yvonne Penndy.

NASFA MeetindN 6:30PBusiness, 7P Program, at Wi
lowbrook Madison. Program & ATMM: hosted at the
church by Sam and Judy Smith plus Sue THdee the
Announcements on page 1 of this issue for details.!
BD: Aaron Kennedly.

Winter Solsticé.
Last Day of Hanukkah.
Christmas Eve.
Christmas Daly.
BD: Michael R. Stonk
Boxing Day.
First Day of Kwanzah
D’a de los Inocentés.
New YearOs Eve, party at Nancy Cucci and Ray
Pietruszka's hous&ee the Announcements on page :
this issue for contact info.!
JANUARY 2015
New Year's Daly.
Last Day of Kwanzala

02D04! Anime KaijuNNashville TN.

BD: Jim Kennedy.

BD: Karen (Hopkins) Omél.
BD: Rich Garber.
Epiphany.

D’a de Reyek

BD: Douglas E. Lampeirt.
Orthodox Christmas Ddly.

scheduled for October 17. Shelly moved that we move th@9D10!ShadowconNMemphis TN.
March NASFA meeting from March 21 to 28, and the July09911!GaFilkNAtlanta GA.

meeting from July 18 to 25. (We can have a short meeting a#!
Con Stellation if we need it.) Judy seconded, and the motiori6!
carried four to two.!
CON BUSINESS

Con Stellation 2015 co-con chair Shelly had been writing
emails. One potential author Guest of Honor she invited
couldn®t do it. She also invited a new author guest.! 17%

Shelly got an email about a possible sponsorship which she
will probably say no to.! 17!

Les Johnson arrived. Shelly invited him to be a guest, and He'!
said he would be honored.! 19!

A concom (convention committee meeting) will be held at20!

3

17+

Orthodox New Yeatr.
BD: Bruce Butlel.

16D18!Siege of AugustaNAugusBA.!

Con Stellation XXXIIl Concom Meetin§i3P, at Wil-
lowbrook Madison. There will be a dinner break befo
the club meeting.

NASFA MeetindN6:30P Business, 7P Program, at Wi
lowbrook Madison. Program: TBD. ATMM: TBD.
Anime Blues Winter RemlxNSouthaven MS.
Knoxville Anime DayNKnoxville TN!

BD:Martin Luther King (Observed).
BD: Larry Montgomery


http://motherboard.vice.com/terraform
http://www.southernfan.com

22D25!Game Fest 25NAtlanta GA.

30D01!Chattacon 40NChattanodal.!

30D01!Not-A-ConNAthens GA.
FEBRUARY 2015

01! National Freedom Day

01!  Atlanta Comic ConventionNAtlanta GA.

02!  Groundhog Day

02! D’ade la Constituci—-n. ~

06! National Wear Red DajivomenQs heart health).

06D08!Days of the DeadNAtlan®A.!

08! BD: Lin Cochran.
09!  BD: Jack Lundy.
10!  BD: Marcia lllingworth.,
12!  BD: Abraham Lincolm.

13D15!ConDFWNAddison TX.

14! StValentineOs Day

15! BD: Susan B. Anthorly.

16!  PresidentsO Day.

17!  BD: Nancy A. Cucdi.

17! Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras
18!  Ash Wednesddy.

19! Chinese New Yedr

20D22! ConcaveNBowling Green KY.

21*1  Con Stellation XXXIIl Concom MeetinBI3P, at Wil-
lowbrook MadisonTENTATIVE.!
21*1  NASFA MeetindN6:30P Business, 7P Program, at Wil

lowbrook Madison. Program: TBD. ATMM: TBD
21D22!ETSU-ConNJohnson CifyN.!
22! BD: George Washingtdn.
24! D'ade la Bandera
27b01!Con NoogaNChattanooga TN.
27b01!Kami Con 7NB|rm|ngham AL.
27D01! AnachroConNAtlant@A.!
MARCH 2015

02! BD: Ronnie Lajoié.
02! Read Across America Day.
05!  Purim!

06D08!Gnome Con 48kavannah GA.!
06D08The Vampire DiariesNAtlanta GA.!

07! Cardboard*ConNAtlanta GA.!

07! Athens Anime AcademyNAthens GA.!
08! D'aInternacional de la Muijer.

08! Daylight Saving Time begins.

09! BD: Tracey Kennedy.

10!  BD: Kerry Gilley!

13D15Con GTNClarksville TN.!
13D15Game Days XNFranklin TN.!
13b15JoeLantaNAtlanta GA.!
13b155ecretsConNAtlanta GA.!

due to a convention conflitt.

29! Palm Sundaly.

00000000000000000000000000000000000000!
The North Alabama Science Fiction Association meets on
third Saturday of each month. (Unless there is a large ne:
convention being held that weekendNin which case we oft
move the meeting to the second or fourth weekend.) The re
lar meeting location is the Madison campus of Willowbroc
Baptist Church, (old Wilson Lumber Company building)R
7105 Highway 72W. The Executive Committee meeting
scheduled) is before the business meeting. The business r
ing is at 6:3@. The program is at 7P. Anyone is welcome
attend any of the meetings. There is usually an after-the-m
ing meeting with directions available at the program.!

Awards Roundup

ENDEAVOUR AWARD WINNERS

The results of voting for the t@Endeavour Award <www.
osfci.org/endeavour> (for a genre novel or single-author eoll
tion by a Pacific Northwest writer) were announced at Oryc
36 <36.orycon.org>, held 7D9 November 2014 at the Llc
Center DoubleTree Hotel in Portland OR. There was a tie, v
awards going to botNexus, Ramez Naam (Angry Robot) anc
Requiem, Ken Scholes (Tor). Judges for 2014 were Cather
Asaro, Scott Edelman, and Matthew Johrison.

ROTSLER WINNER ANNOUNCED

Results of the 2014 Rotsler Award <www.scifiinc.org
rotsler> (for Olong-time wonder-working with graphic art
amateur publications of the science fiction communityO) v
announced at Loscon 41 <loscon.org/41>, held 28D30
vember 2014 at the LAX Marriott Hotel in Los Angeles C/
The winner was Sue Mason <en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Su
Mason>. The award is sponsored by the Southern Califol
Institute for Fan Interests and includes a $300 honordrium

ISFiC WRITER’S CONTEST AWARD

The winner of the lllinois Science Fiction in Chicag
WriterOs Contest <www.isfic.org/Rules2014.asp> (for st
genre fiction) was announced The winneSisbhan Duffey
for “Under the Hill.” Ms Duffey received $300, a membershi
to Windycon 41 (held 14D16 November 2014 at the We:
Lombard in Lombard [Chicago area] IL), a hotel room for th
con, and publication both in the Windycon 41 Program Bo
and on the ISFiC website

GOODREADS CHOICE AWARDS

The Goodreads Choice Awards for the Best Books 2(

were announced in late November 2014. [Too bad for bo

13! BD: Anita Eisenberg published in December, | guess. -ED] Of the 20 categories,

14! AthConNAthens GA.! winners with genre connections are listed below. Winners

16!  BD: Benito Jutrez (Observed). runners up in all categories can be seen at <www.goodre

17! St Patrick's Daly. com/choiceawards!

18D22!38 International Conference on the Fantastic in the Art&Fantasyl........................ The Book of Life, Deborah Harkness!
NOrlando FL.! Science Fiction!.................ccovveeeeenn. The Martian, Andy Weit

20! Spring EquinoX. Horror!........ccoooviiiii Prince Lestat, Anne Rice!

20D22!CoastCon 38NBiloxi MS.
20D22ViidSouthCon 33NMemphis TN.!

21!  BD: Benito Jutrez.

22! BD: Jayson Woosléy.

28*  Con Stellation XXXIIl Concom Meetin8I3P, at Wil-
lowbrook MadisonTENTATIVE.!

28*!  NASFA MeetindN6:30P Business, 7P Program, at Wil

lowbrook Madison. Program: TBD. ATMM: TBD.
PLEASE NOTE that this is a week later than usual,

Graphic Novels & Comics!......Serenity: Leaves on the Wind,
Zack Whedon, Georges Jeanty (Penciller),Fadtlo Moon
(Artist)!

YA Fantasy & Science Fiction!............ City of Heavenly Fire,
Cassandra Clare!

Debut Goodreads Author!.............. Red Rising, Pierce Brown!

Mystery & Thriller.................... Mr. Mercedes, Stephen King!

Middle-Grade and Children’s............ The Blood of Olympus,
Rick Riordar
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URSA MAJOR AWARD SEEK RECOMMENDATIONS Luna: (Laughs) Princess! Good gracious no. Go aheat
The annual Anthropomorphic Literature and Arts Awardssniff, then. 10l sniff you back.!
perhaps better known as the Ursa Major Awards, are seekingPED: That is fair.!
recommendations for their recommended reading/viewing/ The dragon mostly closes her eyes. Her muzzle comes
playing lists <www.ursamajorawards.org/ReadListhtrfor  close to LunaOs armpit, hand, neck and face. Luna sniff
calendar year 2014. Recommendations must be received by ifaces a hand on the warm, dry muzzle. PED leans back
January 2015.! still closedE internally processing the expelled cells.!
SLF DIVERSE WRITERS & DIVERSE WORLDS GRANTS PED: There is something rather, unexpected, if you (
The Speculative Literature Foundation <www.mind my saying so. Especially in your mitochondrial DP
speculativeliterature.org> announced the winners of two firstWhat was your motherOs maiden name?!
time grantsNtheir 2014 Diverse Writers Grant and 2014 Di  Luna: Oh, my mother was Pandora Lovegood, though
verse Worlds Grant. Both grants ($500 each) weMdhvi Margaret Llewellyn. She was a muggle-born witch. She
Ramani, in part for hershort story OZafir, the Saudi always fiddling with pots and jars, curious to see inside.
Superhero.0! they called her OPandoraO in school. When she marrie
Honorable Mentions for the Diverse Writers Grant went tadook the name officiallyShe died when | was nine.!
Carmen Maria Machado, Denise Ganley, ltoro Udofia, and PED: | am sorry to hear of that. And, what wes mother®
Jonina Stump. Honorable Mentions for the Diverse Worldsiame?!
Grant went to Carmen Maria Machado, Denise Ganley, JoninalLuna: That would be Grandma Jane. Jane Ansell.!
Stump, and Margaret Kingsbury. PED: And before her?! i
Luna: That was, lets see; Granny WendyE Wendy Darl
daughter of Mary (or Molly) Aster and George Darling, herd

parents were Lord Leonard Aster and LouiseE
Tea And Cl'llmpets PED: Thank you, that should be far enough. Have you
No Need for a Questing Beast— Chapter 10 heard the name OPeter PAnO
by PieEyedDragon! Luna: Mama and Grandma Jane told me stories about |

used to make up my own stories, too, until mama diedyou

[EditorOs Note: PieEyedDragonOs adventures in Middle-Eddbking for Pixie dust, then? Neverland is not a real place.
will resume in these pages later. In the meantime, we take yémow.!
to another time and location. PED spends somewhat less timePED: IOm, pretty sure, thaisia real place. IOve seen the
Oon cameraO is this adventure, but still plays a majdr part.] several times. Once | even spoke with him.!

Luna: What brings you here, PED?! Luna: Oh, surely youOre joking!!

PED: | was looking for a portal to another world, where | PED: Miss Lovegood, | detect a tiny amount of Pixie du:
hope to find something specific to help watch over the Earth.! the cells that you expel in your breath. What is more, sor

Luna: A portal? Do you mean some sort of artifact portkey?!those traces are lodged in, not your own cells main protop

PED: No, Miss. | consulted a friend who could sometimedut in your mitochondrial DNA.
see bits of the future. He helped narrow down my choices. Luna: (Baffled) What does that mean?!
Then | went to see my old employer in Japan. He could see PED: For Pixie dust to be present there, at least one of
some of the future, too. A young fox-woman of my acquaindirectmaternal ancestors must have been exposed to it. |
tance showed up to help him. | was finally directed to locate eesearched all the books. They are not completely fiction.
certain lake in England: a lake polluted by magic, that wouldtate that Wendy Darlindid go to Neverland; several time
resist being found. | finally got a glimpse of it from an oddAnd so did her daughter Jane and granddaughter Margare
vantage, and the concealing glamour was abated. Right awagy your mother was a muggle-born witch? | think this is
| met some of the inhabitants: Mer-folk. As a visitor from Two generationst least, before her were exposed to the me
distant parts, it was my place to tell them news of the outd?ixie dust.!

world.! Luna: IOm really nothing special.!
Luna: My friend Moaning Myrtle saw you there. SheOs a PED: Your hands are small and rather delicate. Yet |
ghost. Were you really using whalengs?! sense that you, quite recently, made a fist and gave Death
PED: Yes. It is a very formal communication form amongspunch in the nose! My advisors told me to seek a witch
ocean peoples.! had something missing, and something extra. You may b
Luna: Professor, are you all right?! witch, and my key to Neverland, once | find the door. But.
Hagrid: Eh? Oh, | was jusO enjoyan tha company. DraggmsiE missing anything? You appear to have all your e
are wonnerful creaturbut often mis-unnerstood.! eyes, fingersand limbs. | donOt yet know about your toe

PED: 10l try to be clear, then. Anyway, the land IOm lookir@nything else.!
for has a known portal in the air, somewhere over London. | Luna: Well, Ido have all of my toes and fingers (though
would try to avoid such a public area. There was likely at leastand shadow does not quite match up). | canOt be your
one portal in the past from somewhere in the Americas. ThabuldnOt go to Neverlaritlis not a place grownups could-¢
was likely a one-time gate. There remains a, very probablégr.!

water gate; down here in this lake, somewhere. It stkeshs PED: There areome grownups there.!
that it was not a one-time gate, but has been closed fer cen Luna: What, would | be a pirate? Not likely. And | certai
turies. | hope to find it and force a passage through.! was hot born an Indian.!
Luna: So, what are you trying to find, ultimately?! PED: There is one further class of grownups permitted.
PED: A very special kind ofE dust. May IEsniff you?! fit in very nicely, for you areEa Witch!!
Luna: (Perplexed) Sniff me?! Luna: Well, surely. Bugou couldnOt go therer, could you?!
PED: The olfactory equivalent of staring at someone; and PED: Dragons are explicitly mentioned (and, failing th:
staring is often considered rude. Are you aalprincess?! qualify in oneother class as well).!


http://www.ursamajorawards.org/ReadList.htm
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NONONORN:! Fred Weasley should speak first, and then Professor MeGi
Professor McGonagall reenters the headmasterOs office, wgil.!

a seriously bemused and faraway expression on hefffaee NONONOR:!
are a few wizards and witches standing there now, in additidisome of the above beings and situations have been sugg
to the portrait people.! by the works of J.K. Rowling. (But you already knew thi

Professor Dumbledore: Are you all right, Minerva? HavedidnOt you?)]
you been Confunded or anything?!

Professor McGonagall: | never wanted to leave. Biatlito
return and tell you. The temptation is enormous.!

Headmaster Record: What temptation, Minerva?! Le':ter Of Comment

Professor McGonagall: The greatest temptation any educator,
librarian, alchemist, or sorcerer ever faced. Access to knowl EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC-EMOC!
edge that is all but limitless. The libraries of Atlantisysonal
accounts of millennia of human history, travels in outer spacéoyd Penney! 2Bovember 2014!
and the elemental planes. Things neither Merlin nor even Clowpenneys@bell.net
Reed ever knew.! 1706-24 Eva Road!

Professor Record: (Waves his wand over and around Profestobicoke ON!
sor McGonagall) Who am |, Minerva?! Canada M9C 2B2!

Professor McGonagall: You are Headmaster Cullen Allen
Record. You were appointed shortly after | tendered my-resig Thank you for the Novembeshuttle, and there is always
nation as Headmistress.! something of interest to find within. Time to find it, and write

NoNoRNoR! few comments on what | find.!

There is another green flash from the fireplace. A man, un Worldcon bidsk there are now four bids for 2017, Jape
limbering a large camera, follows close behind a matur€inland, Montreal, and Washington [DC]. Given that Montre
woman in a tight dress, with tightly curletbnd hair and jew s in the running, thatOs the only year | am really intereste:
eled glasses. Hands with long red nails are opening a notebodkhiatOs a difficult year to call; theredrae good bids here, an

Rita Skeeter: (Smugly) Smile for the camera, ladies and geiVorldcon fandom will choose based on how much money tl
tlemen! | donOt know exactly what is going on, but my nose férave, where theyOd like to go, how adventurous they are
news has been itching something terrible! Professor Recordhat memories they have.!

what is OLeviathaRD Not sure what happened with CUFF this year, except thi
Four wands are suddenly pointing at her.! does look like real life caught up with the winner. Deb Yeu
NONORNONRN! will do a fine jobE again.!

Professor Record: Now, now, thereOs no need for all this.Greetings to Pie Eyed! Another very readable episode, ar
Wands down, everyone! ThatOs better. Miss Skeetegrifpve one of YvonneOs favorite universes, the magical one with
just arrived, myself. How can | answer such questions? lwarts in it. Very autobiographical, too. PED, any informati
seems to me that perhaps | should be asking you.! and technology you could give the humans in this benigr

Rita Skeeter: Take your turn, Headmaster. IOm the reportewd)rld would be of great service.!
asked firstand | am a lady!! My locE | have officially nominated Wolf von Witting for

Professor McGonagall: (An indistinct mutter, somethingthe 2015 TAFF race, and | wish him the best of luck. If ther
about a bull?)! another Toronto Worldcon bid, | would expect the Toront

Rita Skeeter: What was that, Minerva? You were here. Cdpased bidders and Worldcon runners who are on the cerr
you tell me why that Lovegood person had blood on her dresst@les for Sasquan, the Kansas City biat] other bids to call in

Professor McGonagall: And how would you know anythingfavours, and start a bid for a future year for Toronto. We n
about that?! yet see a Torcon 4. | wonOt be a part of that committee,

Rita Skeeter: (Lightly) Oh, lets just say a little bird told me.! done my time, but | hope | am right in my suspicions. | ag

Professor McGonagall: (Fixing Rita with a most piercingwith you, Mike, about overcommitting. We take stock of wr
glance) Or, perhapskE a littlbug?! weOre doing every few years, and especially when we fee

Rita Skeeter seems to wilt considerably. She opens hare are stressed, and we make a decision about what activ
mouth to reply, but Professor Dumbledore reappears pohis  drop, and that decision is never easy.!
trait and interjects.! Must get this to you, and with plenty of time to spare fo

Professor Dumbledore: Headmaster Record, and all the reshange. See you with the next issue.!

Might I suggest you all draw up chairs and sit do®@n@ more
chair, too. There is another coming who will be in for this[Personally, | think | could find adventure in any of the pote
telling of tales.! tial 2017 Worldcon sites, Lloyd. Mind you, the probability I¢

Charlie Weasley: WhoOs that, Professor?! go to the con in any of those alternate futures does varyE

A green flash from the fireplace heralds the entrance of so much based on money but on my then-estimation of
man in the very distinctive robes of the Department of Mysterrigors of both travel and participating in con activities. My a
ies. RitaOs eyebrows climb toward her hairlivex lower back vancing age (and, sadly, weigh), my mobility issues, and

half way.! ever-diminishing comforts of air travel do conspire together
Rita Skeeter: Well, | donOt expect weOll hear much from owéisper in my ear against some sites more than others. A
of the Unspeakables” flight with multiple connections to a spread-out site with lots

Mr. Hobson (The Unspeakable): Then again, maybe yowalkingE not really as attractive as it might once have bet
will, Rita. Professor Dumbledore visited his portrait in our De Regarding the 2015 TAFF race, youOll see elsewhere in
partment, the only portrait there, and asked me to come aigbue that von Witting has been joined by Nina Horvath in -
hear something inEmy line. So, let us be seated. | think Mister claring for the race. -ED]
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